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Think there be few men ſo.unoblerving as not to ſee, 
that many are much inclined to ſtand upon their 
' guards,andby Arms(if it appear unlikely tobe other- 
wiſe done)to ſecure themſelves, and Religion,in ſuch 
fort, as may ſeem molt for their own intereſt, and the ad- 
vantages of Truth. Therefore it ſhall be the buſineſs of 
thele Papers, to enquire into the Cauſes. and Reaſons of 
ſuch a di{poſttion; together with all Motives and Encou- 
ragements thereunto, | 
1. Then, Some conjeCture,this is the moſt probable way 
we. can go to work our own intereſt in point of Safety, 
Frading and Religion. | L 
4:1 A 2 To 
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_ Towhich Lanſwer, 


reign nay ſometimes be needful, and therefore bene- 
ficial to a Nation, if NY pA becauſe it 
takes away many idle and Vagabond perſons ; "many 
Cheats, ThevesSadill Hunhanch, $1 
only. live”on the fat. of the earth, 
dains, feed onother mens labours. And alfo as it keeps 
up a people in the courages anddicipline of War, For 
hereby a Nation is not only eaſed of a burden both charge- 
able, agd troubleſomeg7but. is atfo made the more able 
to defend her ſelf againkt aAy - ader. And by 
' the ſame means other Countreys may be made the ſeat of 
that War, which elſe in Wy time might have been 
brought home to their own doors. For by this courſe, the 
mgaay-and great Evilsg. that Armies generally caufe in des 
alacking of-perſons, 4n. illegitiiate rin rai 
of goods, and cattel, are all avoided: the things that 
would have been confumed by perſons thus 'empldyted, 
are ſaved; and thejncreaſe of ſuch,evil inhabitants migh- 


tily ſtopped, which things ſoon compenſate the charges. 


of an ordinary War. 
But ina Ciyil War the caſeis wonderfully altered! 
-: For then all debauches, and- illegitimate: increaſe , a 
amongft our ſelves : : then. they ber our:own- Shops and 


Houſes, our own Barns, and Stables; that are plundered: 


then every Trophy is. an argument:of our own-calamiry; 
and all {foils evidence our own loſes: and:every ſlaughter 
is a miſchief to the whole body,from: whichfo many mem- 
bers are Cut. off and'petiſhed. : Which things neeeffarily 
make a Nation more poor and weak, and:conſequently a 
more eaſie prey to ſomeforeign Afﬀailant. 


But certainly we, above all others, have- cauſe todread- 
kuch a conteſt :: by reaſon we are made-up of 19. manyt 


"#6 | parties, 


"Þ Ry wy of conceſſion, 'That Tome indeed plead a fo- 
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pattics;.whoate all 4ed-by different Religiots and-iene- 
reſts; 1 and amongſtwhom); on every” fide hnifiolifies ire 
mightily heightned by former occurrences.” That if once 
we tall to pieces,, it is not well ro beexpetted that any hu- 
"mane. art, or any thing leſs than a: Divine Pow; is able 
to.compple, and ſer us rogether. Beſides which;' we have 
dangers-from without, tz. formidable-forces, alwayes 
ready,and watching opportunity of railingtheir own tro- 
phies on our ruines. From all whichthings we may juſtly 
tear, that as it hath beenthe fate of the ſtrongeſt Empires 
and Kingdoms, to fall by their own hands, when-others 
could not defiroy them ; that the ſame deſtiny may at- 
tend our ditferences. | | 
But'in caſe this laſt evil, 'v/z. of a foreign force, and to- 
tal ruine, do-not happen; Yet look tq the end of ſuctr 
a.Contett, - and perhaps we may find ſome reaſon to ſu- 
{pet that »the confomitant nilkriad of a War, that is, 
hters;/ plunders, Tuine of families; cc. may prove 
but the beginnings of ſorrow, For, in alt probability ſuch 
reliſters will be either the Conquerors, or the conquered. 
For {inc mens Spirits are. ow-ſo- heated, that a compo- 
{ure of differences is {o difficult, ever-while peace conti- 
nues ; when the-Sword is once drawn; it may poſſibly 
appear utterly impoſſible :: as when the late King's Con-- 
ceſſions were voted atisfatory by ſome, no Conceſſions 
would fatisfie others. And let Victory incline either way, . 
reſiſters'muſt expect far greater evils than what they-now 
lyeunder. For, , | | | 
; 1: If ithey -be overcome, reaſon will not ſuffer us to 
hopeieſtaping thewrath of the Powers reſiſted. And fo - 
much the 5 becauſeluch will nor-bea' fingle offence, 
but a repetition-of. like things till freſhin memory, and ' 
which Authority fo eaſily paſſed over. And though cir- 
cumfſtances are ſomuch different. from: what they- were 
TY A 3 before, 
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'before; that it muſt needs go very. hard. 0o- their ſides; 
who may thus ſeek to ſecure, themſelves from what they 
fear : yer becauſe men are much uncapable- of receiving 
impreſſions from Arguments of this nature, by reaſbn of 
their numbers (the very thing that emboldned the Jews 
tro.cnter-into a War with the Roman Empire, wh 
they enſured and, haſtened the total ruine of their Place 
and Nation, that is, their Retgion and Properties at:gnce.) 
I ſhall therefore ( fince ſuppolitions. grant nothing.) op 
pole them more likely, than I judge they are, tobe 
nerors, And, | 
2. If ſo, they muſt look to. be coflaved either by the 
Forces which made them Victorious; and 'then, as the 
Romans once were, be governed by a" ſtanding Army , 
which made Emperours, and ruled in all points accordin 
to their own pleaſures; which, if everit-lo happen, will, 
like a Bandof Robbers, make ſpoil and Þlunder of all they 
like ; anJbe ſure will have good Commans , when. they 
be their own carvers 2 © _. | | 
Or elle fall underthe wilkand: power of ſomecunnin 
head, that ſhail feed the Souldjery with the ſpOf of the 
people, that by them-he may be empowered to att his 
will upon the Nation. By which-means-the wealth and 
treaſure of the Land, ſhall be divided between tyrannical 
Uſurrers, an the Forces that uphold them. 
. If vou think this unlikely. reflect a lutle uponlats dif- 
"aſters, and you will find, ir was the miſery of this Nation, 
that Relipiozand Projerty, all went to wrack for. the {ati- 
s atnganhungryand ungovernable. Army. Of which; a 
” late Noa-conformiſt an bis [ter Boreale brings mthe:Navion. 
thus ſighing her complaturs, | + JAN 28 197 


Th I ſhould 'fipk 193th Tf ice aanacorady nf 
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Ket *twas. not. 1, ye Righttous Heavens know, 
* . TherSouldiers in me weeds would have it ſo. 


"And x little afrer he ij ks of them, as ſetting up a ſingle 
Perſon, after the Deathof 0. Cr. of whom thug = 


A Legion then he rais'd of armed Tprights, 
Elves, Goblins, Fairies, Quakers, and New Lights : 
And with theſe ————. | | 

he Church and State poſſeſt. 

Who, though they fil d all Countreys, Towns, and Rooms,, 
( Yet, like the Fiend,. that did frequent the Tombs ) 
Churches , andChurch-ground, they haunted moſt, 
No Chappel was at eafe from” ſome ſuch Ghoſt. 
The Pr:eſts,. ordain'd to exorciſe thoſe Elves , 

IWere voted Devils, and caſt out themſelves. 

Bible, o»-Alchoran, als one tothem,.. 

Religion ſerves but for a ſtratagem. 

The Holy Charms. theſe Adders aid not heed, 
Churches themſelves, did Sanftuary need. 


Soon after they are dividing; the -Univerlity Lands. 
among themſelves, and in tine, 


— When we have done theſe, well not" be quiet, © 
Lord(hips, and Land: lords Rerts (þalt-be our dyet.. 


| For which reaſons men eng that: they were: 


even thought t Hs WL CHICY - be pur.into aipeſture: 
of defence Py bop yet utterly ppable. 
to defendrheir. own Per/dxs, Eftates, or Ret: 


037. 
Ando the people. really think hay may-become-vis 
ol d W 


Bogious, .and-thaother Army; by. they.aremade (o,. 
| will 
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will-not tur the Viftory to their ownadvantage?” Can 
they think mien'ar&becoine'ſo'honeftnow; 't6*whar" they 
were of late, when all the talk-of Reformation ended in 
the dividing Crown afid'Chyrch-lands, atid grear 1 mens 
eſtates aMongtthemſelves? Can they ex ter.deal- 
in than then ,, when" the /iberty of « we ett , 1o 70x 
talk't of, miltiabiſ ſunk into a perfect ondage'?\ \".0f 
which the fame Now: tonformiſt thus, 


Now broke in Egypt's plagues all in 4 day, 

And one yet worſe than theirs ; we muſt not pray 

To be deliver'd ' There ſcab'd folk were" free © 

To ſeratch where it did itch : ſo might not we. 7 ja 


Our Maziftracy was, like Moſes' Rod, 
Turr'd to a Serpent by the angry God | 
Poor Citizens, when Trading would not 'ad, * 
Made Brick without Straw, and were beatess; toa," >, 
 Stracknith the Botch of Taxes, and Exciſe, 
Servants, our very duft, were twrn *d" to Lic. 
It was but turning Souldjers, _ they need 
Not work at all, but os their Maſters 10-- the 
Strange C aterpillars eat Onr phe ant t 
And Frogs crOaE Rio If in foe C Changers of gk Kings. 
Wu 4a pA. 
Lightning, Hail, "F _ Thunder Egypt had, 
And Epgikng uns, Shot and Powder, that"s as bad. P 
TW V7 19319775 1 VII: nn mow 2T CI ANGD TC! 
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liberty of the Subjeff. Our concerns were in' the hands 
of the Parliament, and the 4rmy "wider the Command'of 
perſons we thought we might truſt. But we fee whi- 
ther a few running heads, and the power of the Sword did 


_ carry things! Alas! even beſide and beyond the intenti- 


ons of the : rt ators, who were themſelves enſlaved, as 
well as them, they firſt expoſed. And certainly we muſt 
expe©t that another War, alike proſperous in the fucceſs 
of the Sword, if any ſuch ſhall ever be, will prove as 
unſucceſsful in regard of the ends it firſt don | at; fo 
long as the like | olicics and Luſts remain in the World. 
Nothing is more eaſie than for men to fit ſtill, and frame 
ne Idea's and Chimera's of Government to themſelves : 
but nothing more difficult, than to conſtitute a Govern- 
ment according to them, when the power is inthe hands 
of other men. 

Therefore all that the people are like to gain upon this 
ſuppolal of becoming viCtorious in ſuch a way, is only 
this, viz. the putting their Perſons, Eftates, Liberties and 
Religion, into th2 hands of tellow ſubjets, who, when 
they come to Government, are ever more proud, greedy 
and tyrannical, than thoſe who are born in high places, 
and on whom the Government devolves by legal and ex- 
peCted deſcents. 

But in caſe this Storm paſs over, we yet ſee another 
Cloud ariſing, that will moſt certainly break down in 
Thuncer, and I ightnings, and an horrible Tempeſt, For 
though now all Parties embody, and jointly endeavour 
to ſhake 03 Superſtition, and every evil work; yetifthey 
once ſhall be able to do this, they immediately fall to 
pieces among themſelves, every one endeayouring to eſta- 
bliſh his own way. For it is not the ultimate end of any 
one Party meerly to eaſe himſelf of the burdens he now 
is under ; this is but the means, and way to his laſt inten- 

B tion, 
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ti ach. is, everyone to eſtabliſh-his own metbods; 
Tio ai all che 

mat, certainly expeX'among our ſelves, upon-the ſuppo- 
ſition of ſucceſs, which perhaps may prove deſtructive 
to the whole, if any one get into the Chair, all the reſt 
will combine to pluck him out: and: if they gain this 
point, and'any.,one,of the re{t crouds in, all the other, 
ogether with, hym pulled-out, will again combine to beat 
own that. | By which means nothing but confuſions, and 
endleſs diſturbances, are like to follow, till all become 
a ruine to one another. 

Theſe things de. fafFp have been41o.:: andthat they will 
be ſo again, 1t ever matters come to thatſtate, is eyident 
beyond all diſpute, from, the very Opinions and: Senti- 
ments: of all Parties now combining againſt the Church. 
- For the Presbyterian is for a Government by a Claſfſis or A/- 
Sembly of Divines, inſtead of Biſhops, and to have all per- 
ſons and things kept ſtrict and tight to their methods. 
But. the. [»dependent is really for no Government at all, 
but would'have every one a Biſhop, and Supream in his 
_ ownPariſh: and is againit Epiſcopacy and Presbyterie,not 
as ſuch, but as they lay a reſtraintupon his own aCtings. 
The Anabapti/? dificrsfiom both. The Quaker would have 
no Law, nor Rule, but the Spirit : And the- Fifth-Monar- 
chy-man will endure no Ruler , but King J-/a.  There- 
fore would every Party ſpeak his own ſertiments , they 
muſt own, 'they will by no means fit contented in any 
way ,but their own. And that their embodying, andjoint 
cryes for Liberty, are only to ſhake the preſent yoak from 
their neck,- that, they may bein a capacity of ftrugling 
every, one for his own way : And that they would not 
thus combine,- were they lure any one of them to change 
the--preſent eſtabliſhment of Religion for any way but 
his,own, Therefore ſhould the King be mm: paſs 

| a Com- 


+ 


Q. 


conteſt and: buftles, which we: 


to ) 


a Comptehenſive-Bill, or grant a bountlght tibercy to 
all Proteſtants, it would plvaſh none 'alhy-farthey;/ than as 
it layes open the Church , rakes off 4 preſent reſtrainr 
from the people, and gives every Party hopes at laſt to 
ain its own eſtabliſhment: whence the fore-mentioned 
fuſions muſt neceſſarily follow, ”if-men canever ger 
rid of the preſent eſtabliſhment. do 
But ſome may plead , All this miſchief may'be pre- 
vented by this, viz. That one Party may become too 
ſtrong for all the reſt, and keep them from-being able to 
make ſuch diſturbances. To which Ianfwer, 
I. That if fo, no man can divine which Party that wy 
be. Fer the Presbyterian was baited, 'and'utterly beato 
by other Parties. And I fear will be lefs able toftand 
than before , by reaſon Independents are encreaſed abun- 
dantly, and have gained more from the Presbyteriax than 
men imagine; our Mr. Crofton in his Preface to his Sears 
Care of Church-Communion , argues, that a great body of 
Presbyterians are of late ſunk into Independency. Or if 
otherwiſe, we have little ground to expe he ſhould pre- 
ſerve himſelf againſt the joint endeavours of all others. 
And it we ſhould ever fall under Indepexdency, or a Li- 
berty of Conſcience, can we think the change worth any 
little part of our pains we are, or may be at? Can we 
think of being contented in that condition, which of late 
years was the anguiſh of our ſouls? Can we make 
that our choice, which not long ſince was our burden ? 
Some men indeed are apt to reach after any thing but 
what they have, and hope to gather Grapes of Thorns, 
and Figs of Thiſtles, till they try, and prick their fingers. 
2. Suppoſe the Presbyrer:an ſhould be uppermoſt, this is 
no more than he had before, but_could not _ it. For 
truly they arefor Government ;: they talk, and preactr'd, 
and wrote all they could againſt Liberty'; they Gethen 
B 2 | the 
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the forſaking their Church, as an unwarrantable Schifin : 
. and would have bound upall to their own me- 
thods: for which cauſe the Independent ſpoke him worſe 
than the Pope, For Mr. Sterry in a Sermon at White- Hall, 
Nov. 5. 1651. tells us, that our deliverance fron Popery is 
not ſo great. a mercy , as our deliverance from the black 
plots, and bloody powers of the Northern Precbyterie. For 
the ſame cauſe the A4nabaprift diſputed again(t, and'the 
Quaker diſturbed hin1 in the Pulpit, and every Party de- 
clared more againſt them, than againſt the Church of 
England : and never reſted, till they had worried and run 
them down.” - Atd if it ſhould- be in the power of 
the Presbyterian'to give Laws to others ; however as a 
means thereto, they may yicld to Indulgence, Compre- 
henſion, Liberty, or any thing ; they will then lay aſuf- 
ficient reſtraint upon the tongues of all Scftaries, and 
the mouths of error and folly; elſe they loſe the 

and fruit of all their care, pains, dangers, prayers; 
tears, and whatſoever they have done for the ſervice of 
truth 'and the Goſpel. - They cannot ſufer that woman 
Jezabel, which calls her {elf a Proph:t-ſs, to teach, and to 
ſeduce which was the great fin of the Church- of 
Thyatira, and for which Chriſt faid, he had « /ew thinss 
inſt her, Revel. 2. 20. And if ever they come to eſta- 
bliſh a Rule, and oblige all others to it, every Seary will 
cry perſecution, and never ceaſe, till they have undermined 
the Church and the Truth, and thrown all again into 
utter confuſions. Should any man A. tter- himſelf into 
expeQtation of better fruit, if it ever come totryal, the 
ifſue wilt confute, and fool him to his. ſace. What a 
crop then mult we expett from the ſeed 'of Sedition and 
diſturbance? What an harveſt, when ſo many hands are 
fowing Taresamong the Wheat? Surely whatever men do 
bope, this will be: the end of all, that they that-/ow he 
wind, ſhall reap the whirl-eind. 2. Ano- 
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+ 8; Another cauſe or reaſon of mens being diſpoſed to a 


reſiftance'of the Powers, is this, that they think itis their 
boundeniduty, as it ſeems to make for the glory of God, 
and tion of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

This 1 hath been the miltuke and fall of many 
honeſt and well meaning men, and my ſelf formerly have 
much ſtumbled at it. But I rook the courſe which the 
ingenious Carr: ſi» adviſes in order to the finding our any 
truth, which 1s this, to ſtrip our ſclves of all former No- 
tions and Sentiments, or rather of all Opinions and Per- 
ſwaſions formerly i1mbibed, and fo, as tar as is poHbte, 
to bring our ſelves to doubt of every thing ; and' then 
without prejudice or prepoſleſſion, toapply our ſelves to 
the conſideratiog of the point we would underſtand. 
Inthis way Icame to be fuily fatished, that this point of 
reſiſting lawful Governours, let them be what they will, 
is a grandand molt dangerous miltake, and harh no foun- 
dation, orany the Icaſt colour of encouragement from the 
Goſpe!, or any Epiſtles, or part of the New Teſtament. 
And as every man is bound:upon his Salvation, to come 
to the light, and uſe the beſt means he can ro come to the 
knowledge of the truth : ſo doubt not, but if-any man 
will lay aſide his prejudices, and ſet himſelf tothe _ 
tial* conſideration of theſe following heads, he will tub 
{ſcribe to this as an undoubted truth, That a reſiſtance of 
lawful Governours , let the reaſons or inducements be 
what they will, is no way our duty, nor by any means. 
lawſul. For, 

r. There is no Precept of reſiſtance in alt the New: 
Teſtament ; I never heard the man, thar was fo hardy, 
as to plead there is. : and if any think there 1s ſuch a. 
Text, kt him find and produce it, that we may. confider 
it. For Mat. 10. 34. 1 came not to ſend peace, but a ſword, 
fpeaks only: 2n accidentaFFconſequenee; aur eyit proceed-. 

| B 3. WS, 
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ing, got from aha OAGHeY ptReligien, TIP oy 
thing but on earth. peace, and: good with tot '* Dytf 
thy the wickedneſs of the world. And there 
fore ſhews us not what ought to be, but: what will be, 
viz, differences upon the account of Religion : as1n V.15. 
—4 manu at variance againſt his Father 5 and the daughter 
againſt her Mother. And Luke 22. 36.—— ——he © that 
hath no ſword, tet him {cif his garment, and buy one, Only 
gave the Diſciples an hint of the dangers and evils, that 
were now ready to overtake them: and did not 1n- the 
leaſt authorize them to make the weapons of their war- 
fare carnal, This appears undeniably. from our Saviours 
reproof of Peter, who could belt expound his own. mean- 
ing, when he cut off Malchw's ear : of which under the 
next head, which | 

2. Shews that we have no example of reſiſtance in all 
the New Teſtament. 

For when Peter, Matth. 26. 51. took the Sword, and 
cut .off the car of the High Prieſts ſervant , Fe/as heals 
the wound, and faith V, 52, Put up thy ſword - for all 
they that take the ſword, ſball periſh with the ſword, Where 
the Margin points us to Gen. 9. 6. Whoſo ſheds mans 
blood, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed. Thereby aſſerting, 
that to kill any man, that comes from a wind authority, 
to apprehend even the Perſon of Chriſt , is murder, 
Therefore to kill any ſent from Authority, though (as 
they think) in defence of the Goſpel, is murder too. . Un. 
les they make Chriſt's Goſpel more worthy of defence, 
than his perion, which certainly they will not do, that 
talk lo much. of Imputative righteouſneſs ,. of the perſonal 
excellencies of Chriſt ; and the pretionſneſs of Chriſt, But 
if any do lo, yet till there is no. example of reſiſting the 
Powers tor defence of the Goſpel.  _ SI 5 a, 
Therefore, this inſtance is an, inſtance only; of Peter's 

weakneſs 
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weakneſs and error-;. and gave an happy occaſion to. let 
the World underſtand, that no Plea from 'the defence” of 
Chrift, the propagation of the Goſp:l, or the glory of God, 
can juſtifie a reſiſtance, 'or excuſe thern from murder, 
who kill any that are in, or cone from Authority, in any 
manner,.or toany end whatever, For if Peter's caſe was 
not juſtifiable, Iam ſure none is. . 

Now ſome men rejctt InfantBaptiſm for no other reaſon 
but this, +/z. that there is expreſſed 1n the Goſpel nopre- 
cept or example of any one Infant baptized. And certain- 
ly a precept or example is at leaſt as neceſſary in this caſe, 
as in the other. Therefore ſince there is none, by parity 
of reaſon a refiltance upon the ſame grounds 0 1ght to be 
rejected too. For the matter comes to this point,v2z, either 
Infants muſt be received to Baptiſm, though the Goſpel 
affords no precept nor example that way: or elſe ſuch 
reſiſtance muſt be. rejected, becauſe the Goſpel gives no 
precept nor example,this way. Elſe men are humorſome, 
and do not ſquare their opinions and judgements by Scri- 
pture ; but bend that facred Rule to the obliquities of their 
own humours: or at leaſt uſe, or not uſe it, according as 
it may ſerve, or not ſerve their own perſwaſions, or 
reſolves. | 

3. The Goſpel abounds in precepts of obedience to Go- 
vernours ſimply as Governours, and not as ſuch,and chere- 
fore to all Governours, whether good or ba4. And what- 
everdiſtinRtions are made ule of to reſtrain obedience on- 
ly to ſuch, or to ſome Governours, are 

1. Groundleſs. and unwarrantable :' for God faith, -Ler 
every ſol be ſubjett to the higher powers :: and that there be 
no powers, but what are ordained of God, What warrant 
then have any to gainlay the Spirit, and plead that ſome 
are not ordained of God, and that ſome-you ought-not -to 
be ſubje& to ? - God ſaith, Whoſcever reſiſts ſhall gr" 

Imje! 
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himſelf damnation : what reaſori then have any to aÞrm 
that ſore xeſiſters ſhall not receive damnation ? We 
ought not to bring reſtrictions, and limitations, . unleſs 
truth, orthe nature of the thing ſo require : and if it 
doth ſo in this caſe, where have you that truth? where 
is it-written ? produce your warrant, that we may ſeeand 
be inſtruRed by it. 

2. Suchdilfinftions, or limitations are as ſerviceable 
to the Papiſt, as the Proteſtant. For, becaule there 1s no 
Text, that ſaith we may reſiſt, much leſs any that ſet 
forth for what cauſes or reaſons men may do it, and 
that conſequently this Do&rine is gathered only from 
illogical inferences, ſound of words, and miſapplication 
of Phraſes, therefore there is no '! ext, that ever was, or 
may be pleaded, for ſuch reſiſtance by one parcy, and for 
one reaſon, but it may as well be ſo pleaded by any other 
party, and for any other reaſon, For inſtance, why may 
not a Curſe ye Meroz - becauſe they help not the Lord a- 
2ainſt the mighty, "be pleaded by a Papiſt, as well asany 
ether : Since each may, as indeed each do, ſpeak the n® 
ſelves the people of Cod, and their cauſe the cauſe of the 
Lord, and thoſe they oppoſe the mighty, and then 
tull oy Curſe all, that do not help them again 
em !? 

| The very reaſon indeed of ſuch diſtinQtions and limi- 
tations, muſt be fetched from humor, intereſt, or ambi- 
tion, which make every party willing to be a Rebel it 
ſelf, but denyes that freedom to any other. 

- 4. All the behaviour of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, to- 
ward Governours, are but fair leſſons of obedience for us 
to learn and practiſe, Chriſt taught us to give unto 
Ceſ:zrthe things that are Ce/ars, he paid Tribute and 
Cuſtomes himſelf, he was obedient before the Conſiſto- 
ry ofthe Jews, before an Heathen Heros, and owe 

an 
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Jience: not.,,pnly. 'by precept,, . but; example too ; Pau! 
appealed toC/ar, whereby he owned that power, though 
then, and perlecuting too: they were perſecuted al- 
moſt in: all places; ſcourged., impriſoned, and killed , 
and yet never medled with Civil Governours, or Govern- 
ment : never ſpoke evil of Authority, .nor did any.thing, 
thar, ended .to the |working; in--men. low: - and cheap 
thoughts of them. But contrariwiſe, . taught us to'ho- 
#027 the Kzjng :. and to be ſubjett not only for wrath, or 
fear, but.even for Conſcience ſake. 
. "Therefore a'l the arguments for- reſiſtance drawn from 
the Glory of God, and propagation of the Golpel, are talle, 
and unchriſtian, For, 
1. Practices contrary to the commands of God, and 
example of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, cannot be for the 
lory of God, Nor can fins againſt the Goſpel tend to 
the- propagation of the Goſpel,. But they that. teach 
ſuch things. are like. thoſe in, Rom. 2. 23. who make 
therr boaſt ,of the Law, but through breaking the Law, dif 
hineur God. | | | 
2. Such things are againſt the, very, nature of-Chriſti- 
an, Religion, which'is peaceable, -,and;quiet:,, therefore 
the Prophet E/. vl 6, Ty: 8, 9s tells,'us that under ithe 
Golpel-the Wolf ſhall dwell with, the: Lamb, and: the Leo- 
pard lye down with the, Kyd : the! Cov and the Bear ſhall feed 
——4nd the Lyon eat ſtraw. like an Ox;; they ſhall not hurt 
20k deſtroy in all my. holy ;, mountain. By which is; meant, 
all. che _beſtial qualities of, ,men;'. whereby they.,devour, 
anddeſtroy.ons. another, ſhould be:changed; into-neek 
and gentle tempers.' \Therefore. thoſe, that-are not thys 
transformed from evil:to, good), from rough "and cruel, 
to, kind, and (gentle, are,no.true'ſubjects.of Chrift King. 
dom here ,.. they are aainal, bi go-real- Chriſtians, 


Therefore 
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Thereſote Lofantivh Mirvcd that white all the precepts 6f 
Philoſophy” Had but little influence onthe minds of men, 
wherever the+ Cofpel 'was really received by any, 'it 
mace ſuch viſible alterations, as of luſtfulit made them 
chaſt and continent ; of covetous, kind, and liberal, 
&c. that, they were hardly knownto.bethe re pat 
This is: to beckione ltidee? a new 'Creature-: and where. 
men are not ſo, but- remain quatrelſo-ne, 'ungovernable, 
and upon diſtaſte, and croſs Providences fly rothe Pike 
and Muſquet, it is plain that the Goſfel of peace hath not 

had its work ' and ef upon them. ako) 
Ard we find our Saviour taught us rather to ſuffes 
wrong, than to right our ſelves by much nolſe.,and di- 
fturbance ; Matt. 5. 39, 40, 41. Refi/t not evil» biitwho- 
ſoever fball fmite thee onthe right chrek , "turn to him the 
other alſo. If any man ſie thee at the Lav, ' and" take a- 
way thy cout, let him have thy cloak alſo. Ard whoſoever 
Pall compel thee to go a mile, \gb with him train.” And 
John 13. 35. - By this ſhilt all men know that'v6 dr6 my 
Diſciples, if ye love one another. Thele were the ancient 
marks of Chriſtianity, and not Drums, and; weapons. 
of War : [Chriſtians then gave one 2nother a ki{s of chari- 
, and 'not reproofs onthe point ef the Sword:/ It was 
Neg by the Gentiles in the tune of Terts12n,  'See how 
the Chriſtians love one another + "Not, as in theſe days, 
Behokd how they ſhughter and deſtroy! Thetefbre 
though our Saviour's rules, and precepts, are ſo admi- 
rably fuired pore 0 py of the Gofpet State, yet the 
Jews ſeeing fo mueh &f diviſion, enmity, evil theaking, 
cealoriouſneſs, unrulineſs, ſitions,” wars, andmur- 
ders, among them that -aze called Chriftians, are migh- 
ily prejudiced, and hardned in their unbehef; Tooking 
for a Meſſias, who ſhall bring into the- World fach; times. 
of peace an@love, that Srord/ foul be bextent ihr Phow- 
EP; ſhares, 
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ſhareiyi ' and Spears into prunine books; Nor will conli- 
derate; Chriſtians believe, that the {picit afmeckneſs, pa- 


. #tence, faith, cc. delights in Alarms of War Therefore 


though the ievil carries on many great aCtions as anAngel 
hk hiding ſin under the gilc of rel:gious pretences, 
as revengeuadec colours of Jultice, cruelty under zeal, 
rebellion; jor propagation of the Golpe). and ruining of 


. Famylicsand _— for the Glory of God : yet nothing 


is a greater diſhohour to God, reproach ta Chriltians , 
or hindrance to -the Poor ak nothing makes more A- 
theilts, intidels, and looſe profefiors, than for the ſtricteſt 
pretenders, and mighty zealots, who would be thought 
the only Chriſtians, to aCt contrary ro the very nature 
and delign of the Goſpel, as this isone, To kill, inſtead of 
loving one another, To relilt, inſtead of fubwitting to the 
powers. Tocontemn andact indelpight of, inſtead of ſub- 
mittingto, every Ordinance of ian. Tg make. Songs, 
Libels, andnvent all manner ofevil on, and againſt, 1n- 
ſte-d gf n«t ſpeaking evil of our Rulers. It was anciently 
obſerved that the glory of God was more advanced, the 
Goſpel more propagated, and the number of believers 
more increaled by {ufferings, than Arms: whence that 
ancient, and commoiy ſaying, The blood of the Mar- 
tyrs is the ſeed of the Church. It was three hundred 
years after Chriſt beforeche Chriſtians uſed any Armes, 


unleſs inthe ſervice of the Emperour, who was, through- 
' out thole three Centuries, a Gentile, unleſs charity will 
allow plca for Philjp., But all that while the Sword of 


the Lord was not inthe hand of Gideoz, but in the mouths 
of his Prophets: and yet then the Church enlarged her- 
ſelf, and gaingd upon the Gentye World in ſuch wonder- 
ful meaſures, that ſome perſecutions were raiſed -purpole- 
lya0 (top'iry farther progreſs, left of a ſuddainthe whole 
\World ſhauld become Chriſtian. - But when the Spax- 
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ards cit 3 way forthe - Goſpel into America with'the 
{ſword;--ahd-{eckingro conquer Soul- and body at-once;, 
taught: them, by the mouth both-'of their Prieſtz/ and the 
Cannon, though they boaſt of the numbers baptized, yet I 
fear,, ſcarce one became Chriſtian any farther: than in 
name 5 \fince they-preſently flew /off,  and-would:endure 
neither: the perſons that. acted; nor the\ Religion that 
ſuffered, ſuch flaughters amongſt them, '\ Thefoft breath: . 
ings, an41whiſpers of the Spirit, are Toon drowned 'by 
the thundrings of Drums. | £7 
Later ages have experienced the ſame truth, forthe 
ratient ſufferings of. the Proteſtants under Queen Mary, 
increaſed th: number of Prote/tants.; and God ſoon: remov: 
ed the rod, and rewarded the Faith and patience 'of 'the 
Church with more outward proſperity, and greater glo- 
ry of the Goſpel, than ever was in' this Nation . before , 
orfince.But aka in therime of-K, Charles the TI. menmade 
the Pike and Muſquet the weapons of their Farfare,-4in- 
{teadof rhe Sword of the Spirit; and» the Shield of Faith ; 
when they pleaded they had wore wit-than to burn in 
Smithfield,” calling the Martyrs Fools, as ſo re have done 
Abraham, becauſe, when called'of God, he left his own 
Councry, not — whither he'went ;- the Proteſtant 
Religion immediately ſufered her decayes, and-that glo- 
rious body, which drew the eyesof a:l Chriſtendom upon 
it, hathever ſince becn in the wane, till now-it isalmoſt 
talt in the Fogs and. miſt of opinion and diſputes.” -Aind 
the Proteſtant Church of England is. become like /another . 
Babel, wherein there be almoſt as many Tongues as ment; 
who, inſtead of brick and Lime toraiſe:the work, ' bring 
axes and hammers to beat #t down, ; " "be 
Which together with mens talling from one error to: 
another, ans dancing alltherounds of opinion, and fink- 
ingat laſt intolevelling principles; toown no- governour 
. . *but 
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butKing Jeſus ;; that dominionis/ founded-in grace, and 
thatt the Sts.(hall rule the carth,and take tothegr- 
ſelyes the ſpoils of the wicked : which are- tenents de- 
{tructive ofall Government, both in Church and State: 
we may judge a curſe upon the new methods, that 
_ have taken, whereby to lecure Religion amongſt 

mM. 

The Pope was the firſt that ever preached this:do- 
Qrine of non-allegiance of SubjeQt, it was therefore from 
Rome that fome Proteſtants took thele meaſures: and con- 
quently this is more truly Popery, than a Croſs.in Bap- 
tifm, and ſuch other things that have not like the other 
any intrinlick evil in them, and were inthe Church long 
before the'Bilhop of Rowe claimed the title of Univerſal. 
We may therefore ſay of _—_ damn the Papiſts 
for plots,and evil initendments on Governours and Govern- 
ment, as ft, Paul Rom. 2. 3. Thinkeſt thouthis, O man, 
that judeeſt thoſe that do ſuch things, and doeſt the ſame, that 
thou ſhalt « ſcape the judgement of God ? 

Search all Religions in the World, and perhaps 
you ſhall figd ftoother but the Alchoran, that ſeeks '1ts 
propagation by the Sword. For which vety thingas 
wellas others, it hath been condemned by all honeſt and 
judicious men; And doubtleſs without being cenſorious,. 
we may fay Tris /e/f, and or the things of God, that is ſought: 
in ſuch wayes. 

Now if intereſt cannot perſwade, nor the Goſpel teach,. 
I am-fure.our Laws cannot allow ſuch a reliſtaace, whictr 
5the | 

3. Thing, fome mayrhink to juſtifie ſuch praftices by. 
For our Laws make all reſiſtance a capital crime ; without 
any limits, or exception ; if it be not-{o, let any one pro» 
duce: but any one fingle AQ, or any clauſe therein; tha 
allows ſuch proceedings. And whereas ſome RY 
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oughtto be governedin ſuch and ſuch wayes, [that 'Kings 
axe not abſolute by the- conſtitution of. our Government , 
theſe pleas do not reach the point. For in caſe Gover. 
ndurs do not rule according to Law, bur belide or againſt 
them, Governours are accountable to God only, but not 
to their Subjefts, who are taught only to' obey, * or fut. 
fer. AndIpreſume that noman is ſo daring, and wick- 
ed in his argymentation, asto undertake to make out,that 
in the firlt conſtirution Subjefts have any power of refi- 
tance upon any account whatſoever. And I doubt not 
but that the wiſdom and loyalty of Parlizments will evi- 

dence the fame ſentiments themſelves Ms 
I would fain know, whether ſuch _— and diſ- 
pute; of reſtle{S and unbridled Nature, do nor drive at the 
ſame thing, that our Sayiour charged asa very heinous fin 
upon the Phariſees, Mark 7. 13. that they mdde «52 com- 
- manas of God of none effett by thrir traditions.” The word 
15 dxve&r7;, which properly (ignifies to weaken or ſpoil of 
its authority , or obligatory power : which, is dune' by 
pleading any humane conſtitution, tradition or cuſtom, 
againitthe Lawsand Commands of God : by which means 
the matter is brought to this point, ham ſhaft we obey, God 
or man? The thing is clear in the inſtance our Saviour 
gives. The Phariſees by their Corbay, which was an Inven- 
tion, and Ioctrine of ſubtile and covetous Hypoerites, ab- 
ſolved children from honouring their indigent Parents 
with neceſſary ſupplies of food and ſuſtenance: {> ſich 
men by ſuch pleadings of our Laws, would acquit ſub- 
jeQs from the great obligarion of honouring their Father 
/\ gw; even Presbyterian Writers, Mr. Dod in parti- 
cular, underſtand not only natural Parents, bur Kings) 
with the natural and- indiſpenſable duties of rribure, cr 
ftom, fear and honor, Rom. 13.7. We may yet' further 
.obſerve, that the Jewes had really ſucha Tradition;which 
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our Sayiouyr thereoverthrows : but we have' no ſuch Law, 
therefore theſe Pleas run upon! a falle reſiimption, and 
have no foundation, and therefore are falſe in themſelves, 
and need not the authority of a Divine command to the 
contrary, to put them to ſhame and lilence. 

I with ſuch men would conſider that by ſuch corrupt 
diſcourles, they utterly deſtroy that argument, which 
themſelves are ready enough to ule, inorder to the per- 
fwading Princes to beat out Popery, and to eftabliſh the 
Proteftant Religion in their Domimons, drawn from their 
own ſafety among Proteſtants, and dangers among Popiſh 
fubjefs; ſince refiſtanee-is favoured, juſtified and pra- 
Qtiſed By both. Where was the ſafety of King Charles 
the Firſt among Proteſtants? What is the difference be- 
eween an Axand Poiſon,or a Piſtol? What is thedifference 
between the Popes abſolving ſomeSubjets from their lle- 
geance, and yaur teaching, that no Al:egeagce or duty is. 
owing to ſome Princes? -What difference betwgen the 
Popes diipoſing of Crowns, and your ſetting up an Uſur- 
per ? Here is no room for any, unleſs a School diſtinQtion, 
which is ſ6metimes ſo nice, that the difference is not to be. 
found: But you will ſay, that Princes are ſecure enough a- 
mong Prozeſtznts,vhen they rule-well:butl pray who-muſt: 
be'Tudge of that ? Even your- own, ſelves : and then the: 
meakfingFs, they are fafe, while they rule according-to, 
your own minds, but not otherwiſe : and ſo mucttfatery 
there's for them amongſt the- worſt-Papi/ts in-the World, 
Therefore reſiſters utterly deſtroy this argument;, and: 
loſe the/great advantagethey might otherwiſe have: made. 
efie.” 

Itis then neither our intereſt, nor duty,, nor the privi- 
tedge-of our Laws, to- make reſiſtance againlt Authos 
me. .. | 
113i; 1394 » 
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Fon oe others,, raile a 


'brky fo 
roceedings, elle they think log 
Horſe and Foot;  Soulatid body : forelle ſay de, Po 
tir comes for,nothing 1 5 NOW likely,to keep itqut, 
ut. the Sword..,. . + Do oth 1:44, 33h | 
To which I anſiver, 
1, When the Heathen Emperours RENO 1 che 
Chriſtians to deliverup+their Bibles, 2nd by conhſcation 
of Goods, impriſonments, deaths, . and all poſibleartifi- 
ces, and cruelties, endeavoured to root:the name of Chri- 
ſtats outof the, World ; might nor. they have laid, .no- 
thing but ſtanding onour guards can lave-us?..Yeg-in _ 
time of Tertallian, they told the Emperour, that R_g h 
Chriſtians in his Armies, in every Town and City 
they ung ROt Arms, . ;MECn nor _ to If 
themſelves. from perſecuting hands, . yet they, dare dg 
noſuchthing, Lt their. Lord and Maſter Chat Jeſus 
hadteft them ng other, weapons but, prayers .Aand tears. 
And what was .the iſue?. God carried them. thraugh, all 
La 565 NE and.increaſed them, as he lid e I{- 
under ae en CA pr for their,extir- 
ke Chae les oe rides 
A. themeaneſt ures got a age 
round. without-.his will : ure then that Jus mT 
I not be lefrtothe will Fre his enemies, any. turtherthan 
ſerves the wile endsof his providence. . hg. Jews, ih 
few, and weak, -werepreſervedin the amidlt gt oy of 
enemies : the Chriſtian Church upheld 1 in t! ic boloe 9 
an Heathen, Empire; whopaticarly Jubmitzed coal jeve- 
rities,. and waited milder .progidenceg,., till he, fed to 
bring them forth to the lioht, and ſhew them his rig Mech 
Mic, 7.9. Theſeall rrulted in God, and were deliv 
1's Why 
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Why then ſhould we be faithlels, as if the Lords arm wer e 
Ronny; hots caxnot help'w ? This in Rev. 13. 10, is 
called the Faith and Patience of the Saints, that they ſuf- 
fered, and wo1ld not reſiſt perſecuting Governours. And 
indeed ſuch refiftance molt plainly evidences the want of 
Faith, and Patience both : - tor men fr{t doubt Cod will 
not deal well by them, | and then reſolve, right or wrong, 
to carve for themſelves. And for this reaſon God is more 
lorified, and. Religion more advanced in unjuſt ſufferings, 
than in unjuſt refitance, becauſe in ſuch ſufferings men 
ſhew their Fairh, their Hep", their Patience, Fortitude , 
and other graces, which evidence: the excellency of the 
Chriitian Religion, by which they wearied and overcame 
their fierceſt- perſecutors : and moreover the wiſdom, 
goodneſs, and power of God is moreclearly ſeen in their 
preſervationand deliverance, when ren ſir /#if and ſee the 
Sebvationof God, than when they ſeek by humane poli- 
and ſtrength ro ſave themſelves: for this ſpeaks both 
their weakneſs, and derires a rep:oach upon the Religicn 
they profeſs, and alſo diſpoſes themſelves and others, to 
attribute what ſafety they have, nor ſo much to God as to 

themſelves. 

2. Thedoingevilthat good may come on it, never ends 
well. Where! ray, isall the fruit and- gain of the laſt 
Civil War? What is the Proteſtant Religion the better, 
or Proteſtantsthe {afer thereby ? Nay what have not both 
ſuffered ſince then, and (as we may undoubtedly af- 
firm) for that very cauſe? For 2re not the confulions of 
our Religion, and the danger of us all (both occaſionedby 
our preſent differences, and thele differences occaſioned by 
that reſiſtance, and the lawleſs liberty it took to it ſelf ) 

reaternow than ever? God: commonly payes men in 
eir. own Coyn. Thus upon the Babyloniſh captivity 


| Godtoldthe remains of the people, Jer. 42. that in caſe 
' they would continue in thetr own: I and, he would build, 
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and not pull them. damn gu.r0.But if they would go into Egypt 
forfear Arete Sword and awe us Hiew lama 


\ 


did do, then v. 16. The Sword which yau feared, ſhall ' ovier- 


take you there in the Land of Egypt, and the Famine whereof 


e were afraid, {hall follow cloſe after you in Egypt, and there 
ſhall ye "a Divite Juſtice ae m_ * their own 
wayes, and ſnares them in the works of their own hands : 
epkinrthþl very courſes |'whereby they would keep» ott 
judgments, to prove their ruine. Fam ſure the Jews 
found it fo, for John 11. 48. they plead the neceſſity of 
cxuc:fying our Saviour in order to the preſervation of 
themſelves, and their Religion: ' 1fwe let him thus alone, 
all men will believe on him, and the Romans will come and take 
away our place and Nation: and for that very fin God 
brought the Romans upon them, who indeed took' away 
their P/xceand Nation too. And if theſe things are writ- 
ten for our example upon whom the ends of the: World 
arecome, we cannot 1n any reaſon think we-may. run in» 
to.thoſe great ſins of Rebellion and murther,, which are 
a breach of ſo many Goſpel precepts, and fo contrary to 
the example of Chriſt, and all his Apoſtles, out of a de- 
Hen toſecure our Religion, "but we muſt expe&-a curſe 
upon our proceedings. Did men but fſeriouſly-confider, 
that the laſt war-which was pretended: purpoſely'to keep 


out Popery, proved ſo mighty andr{uddain- an-inlet to: it, 


that it had almoſt overtaken us, and the reaſons. of men 
cannot think of any thing, which in thoſe circumſtances 
was.like to have kept it off, but his Majeſties reſtoration; 
they muſt needs ſee the finger of God in that judgment : 

ownit. exaQly parallel with the-rwo inſtances juſt be- 
fore us,ualeſs in this only, that it did not proceed to an ut- 
ter ruine, And if men ſhall uſe the ſame methods,nor only 
condemning things for Popery which are not ſo, as the 


Church of Exzz/azd, and Church.men, who-have donean | 
hundred fold mare to confute, and bar out Poperyithan cy | 
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the parties in England beſides can pretend. to ; but ſhall 


attually oppoſe the Powers too, which were the two 
inſtances 'of the madneſs anderror of the late times, I ſhall 
__”— the ſin ſhall breed and bring forth that ;udgment 
ich they fear, and which ſhall deſtroy the ARtors of it. 
Truth needs not our lie, but abhors it: nor will Religion 
be ſupported by the hand of fin, any more than the wrarh 
of man can work the righteouſueſs of God. | 
2. Some are further confirmed in the perſwaſion that no- 
thing but reſiſtance can ſave us, from hence, that they 
ſee but little execution of Laws upon Papitts. 
I anſwer, KF 
That it cannot be denyed but that ſome Proteſtants haye 
abundantly outdone the Pap/ſts, even in thoſe very things, 
for which the Papi/ts are condemned. For did the Paps/ts 
deſign the murther of the King,and alteration of the Laws 
and Religion eſtabliſhed ? and I pray, did not ſome Pro- 
teſtants aQtually do all this in the memory of thouſands 
amongſt us, and that in the moſt open and daring methods 
the world hath ever heard ? Yet I can find but ten exe- 
cuted for all thoſe Murthers and Uſurpations, and 
(which is the complement of all ) for the murther of the 
late King, beyond the example of all ages, and the baniſh- 


' ment of this. Look back to May 1679. when the Scots 


moſt barbarouſly butchered Dr. Sharp, their Arch-Bi- 
ſhop ; and to the Rebellion, ( which ir ſeems uſes. to be- 
gin with the Biſhops ) that brpke out m the ſame month, 
and their ſtanding a Battle with the .Kings Forces ; of all 
whom, and for all which wickedneſs, which is death by 
the Law, as well as any thing charged upon the Papifs, 
I could never underſtand that above two ſuffered. Where- 
as about twenty of the rei hav ſuffered within two 
years,. and three Months laſt paſt. , Therefore 'we may: 
with more truth and reaſon ;; affirm the procedure. 


% 


| of the Laws more ſlow againſt Proreſtant, than agaiſt 
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Popiſh offenders. What reaſon then have ſome. Prote- 


farts to complain of the ſlow paces of Laws in judgment 
and execution, when themſelves are the greateſt ſharers 


in the mercy? Anditfrom hence a party ſhould increaſe, , 


and their ſentiments advance the faſter, the advantage is 
more their own, than thoſe mens wiom they complain of. 
- Nor have any among us any cauſe from thence to conclude 
the inclination of the Powers, either this way or that, but 
muſt impute it to clemency, and mercy, which hath eyer 
been accounted an admirable qualification of perſons in Au- 


thority ; and onges to oblige all honeſt, and ingenuous 


men, to a more free and hearty love, and obedience. 

And that the Lords inthe Towerare not yet tryed, is 
very unjuſtly madea refleftion on the King, For there is 
no man, that knows and conſiders things, but muſt, if 


truth and honeſty may ſpeak, own that the cauſe is not 
inhim. For no Prince in the World would have left 


them more freely to juſtice, than the King hith done, e- 
ſpecially to the Parhament that fat in Oeober 1680. For 


that part of the Speech, which relates to them, ſee ns. 


ſomewhat preſſing in this particular : when the Lord 
Stafford was tr ® x 

{uffered; and fl 
the ſame time, was not in any. thing that his Majeſty 
hindred. Therefore, thought do not blame that Parlia- 
ment, who belt knew the reaſons of their own Ainges,,. 


yet I'muſt in jultice, and for the cauſe of truth, as well. 


as the better ſarisfaTtion of rhe people, argue againſt eve-, 
ry evil ſurmiſe and imputation, that in this affair is caſt 


upon the King. Men are very ready to ſhoot their bolts,. 


: and make every thing they fancy a miſcarriage, to be the- 

K,nos evil, but when men are told, and their reaſons 
preſſed upon rheſe conſiderations, IT cannot hear any, 
10 unjuſt to his own faculties, as to maintain the WA 


"ſhould. 


and Sentenced to death, he-quickly, 
at no more of them were tryed at or about ; 


o08.. 
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' ſhould ſtudy tobequiet, and mind our own buſineſs, and 
' not meddle with perſons and things above us. | 

Though I mult needs confeſs that ſome reaſons we have: 
comore of ſettlement yet,is rather from the crys and vogue 
of the people than fron the Policies of the King: For when 
men will not hear of the Tryal of the Lords in the Tower, 
unleſs they firlt ſee the Biſhops routed : When they deſire: 
not to ſee Popery excluded, unleſs they may firſt ſee thePro-. 
teſtant Religion laid open by a Liberty, a Toleration of all 
SeQts, perſons and things : When men would not the King. 
ſhould have four penny-worth of Taxes, till he ſhall give. 
away eight penny-worth of Prerogatives -; When they: 
would not have az ger znd. the Trade of the Nation fe-: 
cured, till the King leave himſelf and friends indefenſible : 
When they would not have the Papiſts beat down; unleſs . 
they may be made capable ot ſetting up themſelves : When: 
every man muſt be a Ch :irch-Papiſt,. or a Field-Meeter , 
which is in plainEngliſh a bold Rebel;Irt is no-wonder there : 
be rubs in the.way, and a great diſtance between our : 
ſelves, and that ſecurity and ſettlement, we long ſince ex- 
eQed. And that the blame is ſtil laid upon the King, is + 
bis the old way to b/ack-z his Majeſty , whereby to make 
men, that have more faith than reaſon, more honeſty than - 
wit or knowledge, to become his enemies. 

It was indeed the fad fate of the late King, that-he was 
miſ-repreſented by ſome, and miſ-underſtood by others of 
his Subjeds, as a favourer of Popery : but now all :en, . 
that will ſee and acknowledge the truth, place him in the - 
rank of true Pcoteltants, and the beſt of Kings. And I 
doubt not , but the Ages to come will acquit his preſent | 
Majeſty from any ſuch imputation, ſince the defigns upon -: 
his Perſon from the Popiſh Party have been fo many, and - 
ſo deſperate : ſince he hath ſo conſtantly declared tor. the : 
Proteſtant Religion, as it is eftabliſhed by Law: and ſince he 
hath done ſo much for the ſecurity and preſervation "= the 
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Tame; and fince he hath condeſcended'to' offer any ſafe 
and reaſonable expedient for the ſecurity of the fame 
under a Popiſh Succeſſor, in caſe any ſuch ſhall be, But 
it is the unhappineſs of moſt men, that they ſee perſ6ns 
the leaſt, when neareſt them ; and underſtand them beſt 
at farther removes. Which muſt be imputed partly to 
this, that few know the reaſons of other mens aQtings, 
ny while masked and clouded in a multiplicity of 
affairs and things ariſing from different parties, principles 
anddefigns; therefore,iq ſuch circumſtances, if men judge 
alwayes according to outward appearance, they. mult 
needs ſometimes judge amiſs. For the wheels of Govern- 
ment” ſometimes neceſſarily run inthe deep, and by many 
oblique motions, windings, and circumferences, come at 
laſtto the point they firſt aimed at. Therefore when men 
alwayes:conchude, that their Governours deſign what their 
faces-are At any time ſer towards, they muſt unavoidabl 

falliato-errot of judgement, and trouble themſelves with 
needleſs ſuſpicions'and fears, And ſometimes the mi- 
ſtake is founded on want of good information, due confi. 
deration, ſound judgement, and an over-caſineſs to be in- 
clined by the unſteady meaſures of fame, which repre- 
 ſentsperſons and things, not according to their own na- 
tures, but according to the raſhnels, ignorance, ill-will, 
{ſuſpicions , and other unreaſonable Fatmown of men, 
Theſe indeed are the bitter fountains, from whence our 


preſent, as well as late fears, jealoufies and unſettlements 


do ſpring. | 
3. Many are affrighted into a dreadful expeRarion of 
ſome ſevere viſitation by Prodigies : and therefore think 
it very requiſite to be upon their watch- or guard, that 
they may be ready to receive the ſhock, or en ca to ftaye 
theevil off. | | Xs 
Indeed there was one prodigiqus appearance in the 
face of Heavenin the latter end'of December,” or beginning 
of 
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of Jevzery laſt. Things of which nature have formerly 
been held to be Exhalations kindled in the air;and were be- 
lieved to be even operative cauſes of evil : as ſometimes of 
Famines, the Earth being beggered by ſuch vaſt quantities 
of ſuch matter drawn frem it : ſometimes of Peſtilence, 
theAir being poilon'd by noxious matter ariſing from Fens, 
Bogs, Ditches, Sinks, and other unwholſome places: and 
ſometimes of War, mens minds being inflamed by I know 
not what influence from thence, and ſo diſpoſed to. 
quarrels and fighting. But theſe fancies have long ſince 
been hiſſed off from the Stage. For now moſt men hold, 
they are no cauſes, but only ſigns and tokens of ſome ap- 
proachingevils. But- theſe conceits have no foundation 
1n Scripture: for though our Saviour foretold ſome no- 
table appearances, that ſhould precede the,deftruQtion. of. 
Feruſalem, yet this doth not reach our cafe : For, 

1. That was a calamity, that admitted no parallel ; it- 
was a Typs of the deſtruction of the world, and was to 
carry with it ſome ſenſible evidences of Divine difplea- 
ſure, not only _ that people, but their worſhip, which 
was at firlt eſtabliſhed by mighty by and Wonders. 

2. As we are not tor expect any like Viſitation, .ſo- we. 
have no warrant to expect any like prodigies. 

3. St. 7ohn 1n the Revelations ONE a ruine'to. {o: 
many Churches, never mentioned any fuch Sign that- 
ſhould precede that ruine, nor do we elſewhere read of 
any ſuch thing obſerved to have preceded the ſame ; nor: 
doth any Text in the New Teſtament mention any thing 
of this nature, unleſs in thoſe two caſes, viz. of Jeruſalem, 
and the end of the world. 

4, There were, doubtleſs, ſuchappearances in-the ſeve-- 
ral Ages of the Jewiſþ Church, and are thought to be mens- 
hae under the terms of pillars of fire and ſmoak; yet we. 
no where read, that they.ever looked upon themas5S1gns> 


of the times, as ſome now take it: The:Romexs/indeed . 
and} 
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and other Nations had. very ſacred regards tothele things 
long before Chriſt, therefore they ſeem as muchof Gey- 
tile Original, as the May-poll, or any thing elſe, that is ar. - 
.raigned and condemned by fome amongſt us. 

Rod if Scripture cannot juſtifie, I am ſure.Reaſon hath 
no plea for any ſich matter. Forthe only inducement to 
ſuch a per{waſion, is the common obſervation, that they 
are uſually fore-runners of ſome yery ſore viſitation or re- 
volution. To 'which we an{wer, 

x. Sometimes they are owned to be tokens of good,” as 
the birth of Princes, &c. 

" 2. Many notable changes, and; heavy judgements. have 
been inthe world, when men haye not been alarmed b: 
any Prodigy. | ES 

3- Come when they will, ſomething remarkable muſt 
be expeſted tofollow, becauſe there is little in the world 
but.ioſtances of the frailty of nature, and uncertainty. of 
humane affairs. 

4. They do not remain fixed, like the Sword over Jera- 
falem; nor do they hover about one Countrey only, as 
the Armies in the Air about Ju4ez, but paſs over great 
part of the world. _ Therefore from theſe heads it unde- 
niably follows, rhat men cannot fay whether the Prodigy 
portends 
' 1. Good, or 

2. Evil, or 

. Neither : that is, whether any thing, or nothing. 

Bur ſuppoſe it bodes ſome evil, yet no man can tell, 
whether 1t be | 

I. Tous, or 
- 2, To the Dutch, German, French, Italian, or any 
other, to whom it hath been as viſible, as here. 

But ſuppoſe it portends ſome evil to us, -yet,none 
can gueſs what evil, whether 
1. Any thing from a Pop/ſb hand, or St 
2, Whether 
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 a- VV hecher it may tiot he an evil, that ſome men are 
dilpoled w'ruginto, - 18; order ro keeping out fome orher 
There is no certain-conjeture then from t!.ings of this 
pature;.' but they have been often abuſed to vanity, or 
wicked puxpoles ; for while they take-off mens minds from 
the more ſteady-rules of Scripture; and reafun , which 
ſhewmeny what hey maſt expect from the works chat thelp 
have done; they have uſually been made an incourage- 
ment to.men of all {ides, parties, and cauſes : And have 
oltentimes affrighted ſome, and igcouraged others to thoſe 
diſturbances, and other eyils,” they had not elſe been like. 
ly.ro. have rua into. Therefore ithath been the--policy of 
wile men of old, obſerying:that no good;, and many 
times great evils befel a Society from attendance to, and 
conjectures from-{uch appearances;to tile allprudent means. 
they Could to take of men from futh Vayiities. Thereis as. 
much foundatipn in reafon for Pew ſiry, Agury, and fuch: 
other Ethnick cuſtames,, as: for preſages from moaſtrous 
births, and generations on the Earth, orinthe Heavens. 
And:as the: Egyptians, and at laſt the; Romans, with other 
Heathen people, wefe the great obſervers of ſuch things ;, 
{ ur was the Nations that lived without God inthe world 
who.gaye the firſt beingto theſe conceits.; for which: rea- 
fort wenay plead, as our Saviour inanather caſe, efter 
theſe things do the Gentiles ſeek; which would be argument: 
enough. againſt it, were itan-inſtitution, or rite of the: 
Chuzchof Enz/and.  But-admit they | are ſome general 
Alarms to- mankind, yet that we'ob this Nation-ſhould. 
draw. from. them: certain concluſions. of.evil us, 
when they pals overfo greata part ofthe: World, is.a9 
humour like that of the late times; which would have rhe* 

caphacies of Daniel and'the- Revelations tobeaccompliſhe 
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-- But other Prodigies ſ@much talked of, and/ftill believ- 
ed by many, there is notruth in them, ©-For' the Saddles 
faid to riſe out of the Earth, are now asconfidetitlyſaid to 
coine to nothing. And all the groanings of men,”:and 
ſhrieks and cries of women and children,” as if under 'fome 
 bitter- torments., .faid by a weekly Intelligence 'about 
17.Months fince,to have been heardat Edgehil in Warwith- 
f&#e, are notoriouſly falſe; ' Whats become of the Army, 
andthe audible reportsof Guns, ſaid to have been ſeen 
and heardat Harfie/d;ſome time this winter? Where are the 
Armies reported tohave been ſeen in the air in Lezreſter- 
ſhire? Where is the blazing Star, 'ſaid to have been,yiſible 
teveral nights to people about /Y. arwickſhjire, andelſe- 
where ? F might giveiina long relation of Ptodigies,' that 
have had no being, but only the fears, fancies, and mouths 
of the people. I find a whole heap of ſuch ſtuff raked up 
together, in a book printed "An. Dom. 1662, or 61. where- 
in weare told'of a Drum beatmgat certain times ina well 
in Onndte in Northamptonſhire, and of the waters turned to 
blood at the time the ſaid Drum'was heard, which conti- 
nued by fits ſucha ſpace, - that people came many miles, 
and were frequent witneſſes to thoſe things ; but” when 
my ſelf ſome time after: inquired of thetruth of this relati- 
on, found the inhabitants of theplace wholly ftratigers 
toany ſuch matters; {And divers other very monſtrous 
relations, from which nothing can be learned, but the va- 
nity, falfhood, and religious trenzies of forme great zea- 
lots. By which wild-extravagancies 'they would ' per- 
ſuade mentobelicverhat even'Heaven it elf gives appro-' 
bation to.cheiycaulegirthat the Stars fight Ih'their courſes 
for them, -that even'Nature goesout of her common paths 
to make way for the##V that all the Elements, and while 
Juricg.ot-theucreatures,; -- give vir their verdiQs'For | 
them : whence it muſt needs be"coneluded that" they” 
-are 
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the people of God, and the offspring of Heaven, Though 
I know n@ greater evidences of -an overgrown hypo- 
criſie, and pride ; you it 1s {trange how wonderfully 
thoſe devices take with the people: tor whilſt every party 
are of ſo difterent intereſts and Religions, yet they all re- 
ceive theſe things with ſuch religious 'regards, that they 
will undertake to ſpell out of them the Al of Princes, the 
revolution of Government, and the advanceevery one of 
his own party, though as inconliſtent together, as- the 
preſent eſtabliſhment, and themſelves. 

Now. whulſt it is made a very heavy charge upon the 
Church of: Rowey that they uphold their Religion by off- 
cious lies, and pious frauds : all parties amongi usdo the 
very ſame thing.For by thele {tratagems men gather, keep 
and increaſe their gens tor poor well-meaning people: 
ſeldom - queſtion the. truth of ſuch pretended Prodigies, 
but; receive them as ſigns from Heaven ſent to condemn 
what. they diſlike, —_— rove what themſelves eſpoule , 
and. as aſſurances that in. little time God-will appear for 
them. Whereas would men-{peak truth, all thoſe fpread- 
ing,parties; would ſoon {hrivel toa little ſubſtance. 

And that we may not be overtaken with the error of 
the times, and the {trong deluſions the Scripture mentions, 
we {hguld be.carefnl-not tomake Prodigies the tonchſtone, 
whereby to try the truth of a Religion, the lawfulneſs' of” 
a Government, or the goodneſs ofa cauſe. Nor ſh6uld 
we.receive therepoits of any Prodigies, till we ſee ſufft- 
cient confirmation, and good reaſon'to do fo. By which' 
means we ſhall exclude many of thoſe fears, that” other- 
wile may terrifie and diſcompoſe us. For as peoples at-' 
tendance toſuch things is the greatelt evidence of unſetled-' 
minds,. and reaching after ſome new wing: io it 15-the 
ready.courſe,to huxry men to raſh Counſels; and thoſe 
pxecipitant aQions; . they may _ —_ havealtthe rea-- 
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Ton in the world to.repent. ' Bait we. ſhould bottom oyr 
ſelves/ upon the beſt foundation, which 1s a good life, and 
a Clear conſcience fromalltorbidden tlungs and works of 
darkne(s, and then weneed not be much'concerned what 
colours may be hung out from the battlements of Heaven, 
but may .compaſe:our. ſelves into a faith and confidence 
that. whatever comes, at{hall be well-with us, and there: 
fore not fear though\the:Karth be removed, and the mountains 
caſt into the ſea. a. | | 

4. Many men aremightily moved to ſuch ſentiments , 
viz, of the neceſſity ofa reſiſtance, by evil reports taifed on 


Goyernours. For, while: we ſhould wot revile the Gods, 


nor curſe the Ruler of the people, Exod. 22. 28.” It is be- 
come the humor of the times to. blalt their names, and be- 
ſpatter all their Actions Werethey- never ſo vile, this 
canbeno part of our Religion, but is the work of him, 
whtbis an accuſer of the brethren.: and therefore is 'called 
the Devil, from Mecdxe tocalumniate, or flander./* But 
we may oblerve that all the. Adtions' of Governours are 
backwards and forwards turned ro evil. -For while any 
partof the Army railed tor Flazders were in Arms, they 
are aid tobe kept.up to ſecure our ruine : when they are 
all disbanded, thedeſign mult necds'be to leave us naked, 
and expoſed to laughters. This time was two year, 'there 
was no Fleet out, «the reaſon of which was faid x0 be, 


that we might lye-open to Forreign Invaſions : when the 


King would have ſet out a Fleetin Apri/ 1679. the deſign 
mult then be to impoverith the: Nation. Theſe 'two'1n- 
ſtances may mind the Reader of many. others of like-na- 
ture, from, which it -15 melt palpably plain, that a Spirit 
of jcaloulie- in ſome men, and evil-intendments in others, 


make: dangers where they cannot find them; and where 
there is. no Bear nor Lyon in the way, will affrizht fools' 
withtheir own ſhadows. But where men khow no/more' 
than what: is told-them;' and'eafily 'receive whatever is' 


offered, 
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offered, it is no wonder. that the ;2»'s farnn: of prevemuled 
' Prodigies , and the black repreſentations &} GCopernours 
and Government, bring them to their wits'end; and make 
them chunk there is no lafery left, when the greareſt dah- 
gers may bc of their own making. Ir 1s trom hence, 
thut (as I have often obſerved ) the faire times havetwo 
taces, the one blear-ey*'d andalwayes weering. the orher 
more fair and comely. For go amongitthe common peo- 
pleof the Town, hear their frwlin and you will chink the 
world is at an end: for you ſhall ſee nothing but * igns'in 
the Sun, and in the Moon, and 0n earth Goblins and Furics, 
diſtreſs of Nations, mens hearts failing them for fear, and 
tor looking for the'things that are coming on the world ; 
but diſcourſe with meg that are more wiſe and obſerving, 
who fetch their knowledge from the things themielves,not 
from the reports and ſentiments of others, and we find 
a Pace {till left for hope, and a comfortable emoyment 
of our ſelves: and what evil circumſtances we are in, we 
there {ce.not only the evil it ſelf, but the true Origin, or 
Caule, and, therefore c:n the better compoſe and quiet our 
ſclives, than under the monſtrous fFapes and falſe ac- 
counts that are given to men in the dark. Therefore 
men muſt of necefſity either better inform themſelves, or 
not be ovegcredulous in believing others ; elſe they ſhall 
never clear themſelves from this evil, but ſhall alwayes ye 
harraſſed under falſe fears, and be in dauger of taking 
wrong methods for their own latery. | 

Before we diſmiſs this Head, it will not be impertinent 
to obſerve, that though men matter not what they ſoy of 
Authority among mea of their own perſwation, yet ſome 
are {0 wary, that when they would impoyton others, and 
are not willing their own tongues ſhould paint the King in 
thoſe ugly colours they would repreſent him in, they 
have a,cunning device of doing it by the tongues of others, 
viz. by little ſtories, as my nl" the King and the 
Cobler, 
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'Cobler., being this, That the heel of thei King's Stiooe | 
ni eps zncognito'to a Cobler.to Tet it on, | 


coming :off, he | 

a#hich fone, the'Coblet' is paid ſo well, that he ſends for 
Ale to make his Maſter drink : the King drinks the Duke 
of Torts health, which the Cobler refules for this reafon, 
that he is a Papiſt: then his Majelty drinks the King's 
health, which the Cobler refuſes too, for, faith he; * rhe 
Kyng is little better. Which in ther canting, looks like 
a Mbdoſie whereby more is underſtood, than'expreſt. Now 
becauſe themſelves dare not ſay too openly that the King 
is a Papiſt, therefore the Cobler is made to do it,” and that 
not as from himſelt, but as ſpeaking the comrimon fenti- 
ments of the people : which 1s the-moſt wicked way of 
flandering in the world, becauſe the voice of the-people 
makes a much deeper impreſſion, thar+ a ſingle opinion. 
The ſtory thus ended, it is. pretty to-obſerve,, that this 


Cobler is made to follow tlie King-whereever he goes. At- 


frſt this was done at We/tminſter,then Windſor, ſometimes 
in the way between both,and anon about Newmarket ; and 
now at laſt at Woodftock. - Nor are the places mare, than 
the times in-which it hath been ſaid to be done: For E heard 
it firſt about twoyears ſince, yet now it is told afreſh; as 
#- done this March, whem'the Court was at-Oxford.. ' The 
Rory, ir-ſeems, is like the Cuckow, that comes@nee in the 
year, ſings a while till ſhe is hoarſe, and* the'ſtory ſtale, 
then'lyes ſcab'd a while in-a corner, and of a ſuddain 
comes fluſh't abroad, ſings brisk; and gains the peoples ear, 
as if it were ſome new taleſhe tells. | 

Theſe are the great diſtnrbers of our peace, and the 


Thieves thaf rob us of 'our-our beſt Jewels, in a-quiet and” - 


2 ſetled mind; And whilſtthey talk of want of Trade, 


themſelves by ſuch courfes hinder-it : it being the com. 


mon way of men, firſt tomake an evil, and then charge it 


upon: Authority; Kjngs and" Judges being' made _the- 
As- 


$cape-goats, ta. bear the peoples fins; 


? 
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As there would not be many Thieves, were there no 


| Receivers : ſo the mouth of wickedneſs would not be 6 


open, were mens ears ſtopt againſt their evil whiſpers. 


' Therefore the beſt expzdicnt both to compoſe our minds, 


and to check this ſpreading leproſie, is to follow Solomon's 
advice, Prov. 24.21. My ſon, fear thon the Lord , and the 
Kyng : and medale not with them that are given to change. 

In fine, men of hot heads, or deſperate fortunes, or 
{ſuch as have fed on Crown and Church-lands ( the ſin 
truly lying in thoſe eſtates, not in the perſons) may reach 
this way. But the p:ople under a reliſtance, are like to 
prove the miſerable hands, that flall only miniſter to the 
ambition and intereſt of others. For what gains can you 
expeQ, but hard marches, hungry bellies, field. quarters, 
frequent alarms, bloody battels, wounds, and death ? 


Hec ſpolia noſtra ! 


If you come off with life, loſs of limbs, ſcais, pains, aches 
_ poverty,are like to be all your trophies! For when the 
Parliament Army broke up , the main Body- being by 
Arms put out of a way to "ia iome returned Shabs to 
their own Countreys, others ſought for death in foreign 
Service , and ſome turning Robbers, took up their laſt 
Quarters at the Gallows, Therefore though you may 
hear fine ſtories of Liberty and Reformation, which are al- 
wayes the Pleas of Rebellion, *twas fo in the matter of 
Corah,*twas To lately with us, and ſo with Mahomer, who 
inthe end only purchaſed a Kingdom by his Souldiers 
blood ; yet it is good for men to conſult their own ſafety, 
and xot run out of Gods bleſſing into the warm Sin. 


FINIS. 


, L FIR", 
hp % 
2 EF 
Ci . d ; 
.* 
: ' 
®- 
. Fo Nh. ' 
x - . - F if 3S 
%* 
TX 
* \ 
m * 
' : | 
: 
1 
*42 £ 
s - - | 
£ w 4 « v E TT. =y 
o * . "I | Lf ©4344 
.* . 
6 £ : ' = "7 4 & F . 
% FY - = s 3 - . . ? ; 
A 
- by 7 Ss FI, 
. - 'N - it , 
« £ 
F ths | 
. ; 
| 
, $5. 483775 | 
. « W | 
> | 
\ 
. . ' 
x , a - 
/ . > : 
z 5E£* 44 4 $5 
4 , x 4 o | 
. oQ - - bd » 
; 
*" .- _— A 
l WFS4 | 1 L + py ' 
:, fin '3 T4 
. - o 137. Ls - 'y 
% - , ” 
- « - = > 3 


